There are sightings of birds off the Washington coast during the summer from at least the area of Grays Canyon (Wahl, pers. obs.) north, though these could be stragglers from colonies much farther north. However, the evidence suggests that small numbers of Ancient Murrelets may nest in Washington.
H I S T O R I C A L S T A T U S A N D VULNERABILITY
There is no certain breeding record for Ancient Murrelets in Washington since 1924. Sightings of birds during the breeding season are few enough that the breeding population would have to be very localized, small, and difficult to locate.
Like many marine birds, Ancient Murrelets are vulnerable to loss of breeding habitat, contamination by oiling, and disruption of food webs. Oiling would seem to be a greater hazard during winter when the environmental stress is greater, but the population of Ancient Murrelets wintering in Washington undoubtedly consists of birds breeding elsewhere.
